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Committee was formed to add lustre to the occasion.1
My wife gave a reception to Professor and Madame
Reinhardt at the Prince's Galleries to which 'all
London' came, and a luncheon-party of the Albert
Committee of the Anglo-German Friendship Society,
presided over by its President, The Duke of Argyll,
was assembled in his honour, at which Count Schwerin,
Baron von Gersdorf, Comyns Carr, Sir Robert
Donald, Sir Herbert Tree, myself and others were
present.
The great day drew near, not without some squalls
intervening. One storm which indicated little of that
Anglo-German Friendship which the above-named
Albert Society was laboriously fostering, blew up
between John Kurkamp and a member of the German
Embassy who was permitted, at Reinhardt's request,
to watch a rehearsal. The great flight of steps, up which
the Theban mob were to swarm, was only half-built
and great gaps yawned, which were danger-traps to the
crowd. A discussion arose between the German staff
and John Kurkamp as to whether it would be safe to
proceed with the rehearsal. The Germans were for
extending the disciplinary methods, applied later to
their army, and for disregarding the danger. John
Kurkamp objected. All might have been amicably
settled if the gentleman from the German Embassy
1 This consisted of:                              THE PROVOST OF TRINITY COLLEGE,
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THE PRIME MINISTER (The Rt. Hon.     SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. (Principal
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